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CURRENT AFFAIRS (08/02/2023) 

 

1) GEOGRAPHY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT  

TOPIC: WHY TURKEY IS PRONE TO DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKES 

Why is it in the news? 

Recently, three earthquakes measuring 7.8, 7.6, and 6.0 magnitude on 

the Richter scale hit wide swaths of Turkey and neighbouring Syria. 

About the news 

I) The epicentre was about 26 km east of the Turkish city of Nurdagi at a 

depth of about 18 km on the East Anatolian Fault. The quake radiated 

towards the northeast, bringing devastation to central Turkey and Syria. 

II) This is the strongest earthquake to shake the region in more than 100 

years. It has killed at least 3,800 people across Turkey and Syria. 

III) The area has many buildings constructed of brittle concrete (which 

makes them prone to cracking, spalling, loss of strength, or steel corrosion), 

making them “extremely vulnerable to earthquake shaking”. 
Why Turkey is prone to earthquakes? 

I) Turkey is frequently shaken by 

earthquakes. In 2020 itself, it 

recorded almost 33,000 earthquakes 

in the region, according to Disaster 

and Emergency Management 

Authority (AFAD). Out of these, 332 

earthquakes were of magnitudes 4.0 

and higher.  

II) Turkey’s proneness to earthquakes comes from its tectonic location. 

According to one estimate, almost 95% of the country’s land mass is 

prone to earthquake. About a third of the country is at high risk, including 

the areas around the major cities of Istanbul and Izmir and the region of 

East Anatolia.   

III) Significance of location: 

a) Anatolian tectonic plate: Turkey is located on the Anatolian tectonic 

plate, which is wedged between the Eurasian and African plates. On the 

north side, the minor Arabian plate further restricts movement.  

b) North Anatolian fault (NAF) line: One fault line — the North Anatolian 

fault (NAF) line, the meeting point of the Eurasian and Anatolian tectonic 

plates — is known to be “particularly devastating”. The NAF, one of the best-

understood fault systems in the world, stretches from the south of Istanbul 

to northeastern Turkey, and has caused catastrophic earthquakes in the 

past. 

c) East Anatolian fault line: Then there is the East Anatolian fault line, the 

tectonic boundary between the Anatolian Plate and the northward-moving 
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Arabian Plate. It runs 650 kilometres from eastern Turkey and into the 

Mediterranean.  

d) Aegean Sea Plate: In addition to this, the Aegean Sea Plate, located in the 

eastern Mediterranean Sea under southern Greece and western Turkey is 

also a source of seismic activity in the region. 

2) POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

TOPIC: LADAKH’S FRAGILE ECOLOGY & DEMAND OF SIXTH 

SCHEDULE 

Why is it in the news? 

I) Recently, Ladakhi innovator and engineer Sonam Wangchuk completed 

his five-day “climate fast”. 
II) The fast was held by Mr. Wangchuk in an effort to draw the attention of 

Indian leaders to the region’s fragile ecology and to secure its protection 

under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. 

Issue of Ladakh’s fragile Ecology 

I) Ladakh and the Himalayas form the ‘third pole’ of the world and are 

among its few frozen freshwater sources. The Himalayas, along with all 

glaciers and river basins, are also called the “water tower of Asia”. People 

of the region depend on glaciers to fulfil their water needs. 

II) Ladakh is a cold desert and extremely sensitive to climate 

change. Glaciers in Ladakh have been melting at an alarming 

rate. According to a study published in 2021, glaciers in the Pangong region 

retreated around 6.7% between 1990 and 2019.  

The melting of glaciers has the following effects on the lives of Ladakh’s 

people:  

a) Water scarcity: They lose potable water; Agriculture practices specific to 

the region are threatened; and Sustainable practices that support life in the 

region, like surviving on a minimal quantity of water, are slowly eroded.  

b) Loss of livelihood and culture: Loss of sustainable practices due to 

scarcity of water may also affect the livelihoods of locals and their cultural 

heritage, and force them to migrate. 

c) Loss of biodiversity: A change in the ecological balance of Ladakh will also 

impact the biodiversity of the area. The flora and fauna of Ladakh are highly 

evolved to survive in harsh climatic conditions and will be threatened due to 

changes in the local ecosystems. 

d) Collapsing ecosystem: Even the slightest disturbances in an ecosystem as 

fragile as Ladakh can lead to the collapse of the whole ecosystem. 

III) Potential challenges: 

a) Excessive rainfall: According to experts, it is possible that the climate 

change will lead to excessive rainfall in Ladakh by around 2045 due to 

global warming. An increase in temperature has a direct impact on 



 

www.kpias.net 

precipitation in an area, which changes agriculture practices. This 

eventually affects food security. 

b) Uncontrolled development: Unabated development in sensitive areas like 

Ladakh, without keeping in mind the sustainable practices that have 

supported life under extreme conditions, will eventually lead to disruption of 

the area’s ecology. It may also lead to land subsidence like we recently 

witnessed in Joshimath since Ladakh is even more fragile than Chamoli 

district. 

Ladakh’s demand of Sixth Schedule 

After its special status was removed, several political groups in Ladakh have 

been demanding that land, employment, and the cultural identity of Ladakh, 

should be protected under the Sixth Schedule. 

Issues faced by Ladakh 

I) No decentralization of power: There had been four MLAs from the region in 

the erstwhile J&K Assembly; the administration of the region is now 

completely in the hands of bureaucrats. To many in Ladakh, the government 

now looks even more distant than Srinagar.  

II) Changed domicile policy in Jammu and Kashmir: Also, the changed 

domicile policy in Jammu and Kashmir has raised fears in the region about 

its own land, employment, demography, and cultural identity. 

III) Limited Finances: The UT has two Hill councils in Leh and Kargil, but 

neither is under the Sixth Schedule. Their powers are limited to collection of 

some local taxes such as parking fees and allotment and use of land vested 

by the Centre. 

Recommendations 

I) Recently, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes in September 

2019, recommended the inclusion of Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule. The 

Commission took note of the fact that the newly created Union Territory 

of Ladakh is predominantly a tribal region in the country. 

II) Report highlights of the Parliamentary Standing Committee:  

a) The report stated that, according to the 2011 Census, the tribal 

population in the Union Territory of Ladakh is 2,18,355, that is 79.61% of 

the total population of 2,74,289.  

b) The committee recommended that special status may be granted to the 

Union Territory of Ladakh considering the developmental requirements of 

the tribal population.  

c) The Committee further recommended that the possibility of including 

Ladakh in fifth or sixth Schedule may be examined. 

TOPIC: PM-KUSUM SCHEME 

Why is it in the news? 

The deadline for the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Uttham 

Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) scheme to install 30,000 MW solar power 
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capacity in rural India by 2022, has now been pushed to 2026 due to Covid- 

19. 

About PM-KUSUM 

I) It is a scheme by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy launched 

in 2019. 

II) It is aimed at ensuring energy security for farmers in India, along with 

India’s commitment to increase the share of installed capacity of electric 

power from non-fossil-fuel sources to 40% by 2030 as part of Intended 

Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 

III) The Scheme consists of three components: 

a) Component A: Addition of 10,000 MW of solar capacity through 

installation of small solar power plants of capacity up to 2 

MW. Procurement Based Incentive (PBI) will be provided for the first five 

years by MNRE to DISCOMs, for buying the power from farmers/developers. 

b) Component B: Installation of 20 lakh standalone solar powered 

agricultural pumps. 

c) Component C: Solarisation of 15 lakh existing Grid-connected Agriculture 

Pumps. 

d) Centre’s Assistance of 30%, State Government subsidy 30%; Remaining 

40% by the farmer will be provided in component B and C. 

e) In North Eastern States, Sikkim, J&K, Himachal, Uttarakhand, 

Lakshadweep and A&N Islands, Centre’s assistance of 50%, State 

Government subsidy 30%, Remaining 20% by the farmer. 

Expected Outcomes 

I) The scheme has direct employment generation potential upto 7.55 lakh 

jobs for skilled and unskilled workers. 

II) Enhancing farmers’ income is one of the most important policy priorities 

of the Government. PM-KUSUM will serve this objective by replacing high-

cost diesel with less expensive solar energy. 

III) Providing solar panels for irrigation under PM-KUSUM would result 

in day-time reliable power to farmers making irrigation easier for them and 

also avoiding overuse of water and power. 

IV) PM-KUSUM will lead to reducing carbon emissions by as much as 32 

million tonnes of CO2 per annum.  

V) PM-KUSUM has a mandatory requirement for deploying domestically 

produced solar cells and modules under Component B and C. This will 

create demand for domestically produced solar cells and modules and thus 

give fillip to domestic solar manufacturing.  
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TOPIC: INDIAN RAILWAY’S BHARAT GAURAV TRAIN 

Why is it in the news? 

I) Indian Railways to introduce Bharat Gaurav Deluxe AC Tourist 

Train under ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ Scheme for special tour Garvi 

Gujarat. 

II) Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train launch is in line with the Government of 

India initiative “Dekho Apna Desh” to promote domestic tourism.  

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Scheme 

I) It was launched by the PM on Rashtriya Ekta Diwas held on 31st October, 

2015, to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  

II) It aims to enhance interaction & promote mutual understanding between 

people of different states/UTs through the concept of state/UT pairing.  

III) Every State and UT in the country would be paired with another 

State/UT for a time period, during which they would carry out a structured 

engagement with one another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, 

festivals, cultural events, tourism etc.  

IV) The Ministry of Education has been designated as the Nodal Ministry 

for coordination of the programmes. 

Dekho Apna Desh Initiative 

I) It was launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 2020. 

II) To create awareness among the citizens about the rich heritage and 

culture of the country and encourage citizens to travel within the country.  

III) This scheme primarily targets the middle-class citizens of the country, 

encouraging them to travel within India rather than abroad. 

IV) The scheme's goal is to increase domestic travel and to strengthen the 

Indian economy. It is anticipated to expand employment prospects in the 

tourism industry and provide the economy of the nation a much-needed 

boost.  

V) To create mass awareness, the Ministry has also launched an 

online Dekho Apna Desh pledge and Quiz on the MyGov.in platform.   
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